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ML&OMMDUM FOR* CHAiKMAB, RESEARCH AND DBfELOPMEST BOARD 

SUBJECT* CIA Relationships la the Field of Scientific 

research and Development 


1* lou will reottmber that, under data of 10 Jniiuery 1847, 
an agreement for JRDB-CIG Cooperation in the Field of Scientific) 
Intelligence was signed and agreed to by you and the then 
Director of Central Intelligence, Lieutenant General Hoyt s, 
Vandenberg. Since that time we have endeavored to build up our 
scientific intelligence potential, in the face of serious personnel 
handicaps, with a view to improving the scientific intelligence 
support to the researoh and development program, 

2. Also, during the period of the past year, we have 
passed through a major process of reorganisation and reorientation 
under the guidance of the National Security Council, Under the 
legal status we now enjoy, our missions and functions have a more 
positive direction end we feel we are now prepared to fulfill our 
duties with increasingly greater efficiency, 

3* » ith the current understanding of our mutual problems 

and interests, and the passage of the National Security Act of 
1SM7, I do not feel that a written agreement for mutual coopera- 
tion is necessary, Howevor, if you feel such an agreement will 
improve working relations at all levels, 1 would subscribe to a 
revised agreement which would fit into the organisational and 
operational policies of both agencies, and the responsibilities 
placed on me by law. 

4. Your comments relative to this natter would be appre- 
ciated. 
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XATIOHAL MILITARY ISTABLISHMHBT 
XSSlAJtCS AHD LZYEL0PM2HT BOARD 
WASHIHOYOJT 25, 0.0. 


24 March 1948 


xaioiuvoaH to ns dibiotoe, chstral ihtelZiIoesoe aqxhcy 

Subject* CIA^BDB Eeiationehips la the 71 aid. of Scientific 
Besearch aad Development. 


1. This la la reply to your memo of 24 March 1948 co seaming 
the agree sent for cooperation la the field of scientific intelligence 
en tered into between Lieut < General Yandenberg and nyeelf. X agree 
that under the changed circumstance* , this agreement is no obsolete. 
Whether we need a newly constructed agreement is in ay ©pinioa doubtful. 

2. You may he assured that under any circumstances HUB will 
remain anxious to aid you in your affairs. la particular, we hare 
a group of scientific consultants, which there ie no necessity to 
duplicate, and I believe their advice oan at times he of value to 
you. Ho great formality, however, appears necessary to facilitate 
such interchange at operating level* as may he desirable. The problem, 

25X1 however, as to organisation and the like is primarily yours. 

3. EDB is in fact one of your clients, probably your principal 
client in the field of scientific intelligence. I believe you will 
not misunderstand me if I state that thus far I do not feel that the 
Board hat been supplied with adequate scientific intelligence for its 
guidance. In fact some of this may indeed have been due to a lack of 

fall accomplishment in aiding you on our part, so that X make the statement 
with confidence that I will not be misunderstood. It is, however, 
essential for our affaire that we have adequate scientific intelligence 
in which we can place full confidence. 

4. I trust that the organisational changes which you are now 
making and other steps under consideration may result in all of your 
clients being completely served in connection with their needs so that 
they can act on your information with full confidence. Qplte frankly, 
this matter of confidence in my opinion presents a problem which it 
algo yours. I will, of course, not attempt to advise how it might be 
solved. However, I hope very much indeed that jou are giving very close 
attention to the subject. 
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5. In stumary, MSB will be glad to continue to serve you as 
you proceed by asking aTa.il able scientific end technioal consultation. 
If you bell eve that an explicit agreement is needed, I will be very 
gled to go into the matter with you. My primary hope is, however, 
that BOB will in the future reoeive full scientific intelligence for 
its purposes, and that it will be completely convinced that it can 
rely on that intelligence with full confidence. 


Signed T. Bush. 

7. BUSH, 
Chairman 
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